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LEGAL WRITING AND LANGUAGE 

Contribution to the courses from the perspective of European, in particular German legal education 

Types of academic literature and finding them 

A. Preliminary remarks 

I. The necessity of continuous extensive reading of academic literature in the study of law 
• studying at university inevitably requires a huge amount of reading... 
   - studying law essentially means reading, processing of what has been read, and thinking - that's it! 
• the freshman's shock: no easy reading, as in social media, but painstaking processing of difficult, intellectually challenging 
   and mentally exhausting long texts in an unfamiliar, scientific style 
• don't worry - you will get used to it! 

II. The difficult but necessary distinction between academic (= scientific) sources and non-scientific sources 
• legal issues are often discussed in an unqualified manner in all kinds of media, but this is irrelevant for legal work: 
• only professonal legal literature, which follows a scientific approach, must be considered and processed in legal work, but not: 
   - political documents (of political parties, religious groups, economic stakeholders, civil society organisations and other lobbies) 
   - journalistic documents (newspaper articles, news media websites, articles in magazines etc.) 
   - information websites of public and international institutions (except content of clearly scientific nature) 
   - social media contents (except, in rare cases, contents of clearly scientific nature) 
   - course materials, lecture scripts and other teaching materials (except those of clearly scientific nature) 
• sources of scientific nature are those who comply with the internationally recognized intellectual and formal standards of  
   scientific legal research and writing1, in particular: 
   - back every single information in the paper by a reference in a footnote which allows to verify it (most obvious criterion) 
   - do not contain unmarked text written by artificial intelligence  
   - present a legal, not political or moral reasoning 
   - show a logically and dogmatically consistent structure with precisely formulated headlines (not as in journalistic articles) 
   - are written in an objective and precise style of writing and specify the relevant legal norms precisely  
   - usually include a bibliography 
• with internet sources, the distinction can be challenging for students  
   - in case of doubts, discuss with colleagues or the lecturer! 

III. Always a priority: the thorough study of the text of the law 
• only the law itself is decisive for the work of the lawyer, not its presentation by others 
   - therefore, you must in any case study the text of the law carefully yourself! 
   - good law lecturers do not tolerate students in their classes who do not have the text of the law with them 
• the text of all laws is available at online databases, but for intensive work, law collections in bookform are more practical 
   - unfortunately, sophisticated law collections in smartphone apps are in most countries still missing  

IV. Never forget: the study of the relevant jurisprudence of the courts 
• unlike in common law systems, in continental legal systems, such as in Indonesia, court decisions are not "case-law" but only  
   express the court's opinion about the underlying legal question (there is no doctrine of precedent/stare decisis) 
• nevertheless, decisions of supreme, constitutional and international courts enjoy an intellectual authority: you are free to deviate  
   but must at least mention and discuss them thoroughly 
• comprehensive references to the relevant jurisprudence can be found in commentaries, textbooks and handbooks 

B. The types of academic (scientific) legal literature  (→ see examples shown in the lecture!) 
• note that in legal science different types of literature prevail than in the neighbouring political and social sciences! 
• print publications still dominate, but more and more literature of all types (even books) is published online 
   - for the more important and sophisticated legal literature you still need to go to the library 
   - online publications do not reflect the whole spectrum of the debate and are sometimes of lower quality 

I. Textbooks 
• the student's most important gateway to a new field of law 
• systematic and didactic presentation of an entire field of law (criminal law, private law, constitutional law etc.) 
   - can be short and concise for a brief introduction or longer and more in-depth for further study 
   - often with overviews, diagrams and case presentations and a learning-friendly visual design  
  - need to be updated with a new edition every few years  

 
1 Underlined text passages indicate links to relevant internet resources. Just click on the link in the pdf file! 

https://www.thomas-schmitz-yogyakarta.id/Downloads/Schmitz_LegalWriting_Write-course-paper.pdf
https://www.thomas-schmitz-yogyakarta.id/Downloads/Schmitz_LegalWriting_Write-course-paper.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/-/de/dp/110843262X/ref=sr_1_4?__mk_de_DE=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=3RVG8JJHC3RZU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.0wPqFTpnh2V2nhKj554Hi7jMUk5hlPg40ZqYy0nrsi1c4IFDxWx4YOe7Co-61eO-DIOwYnnwC4grEUMi6iAsS7U-OBvSJLVNBbpeJsb-KAFqg-i24cki-reb71K6TGPj96Qwl-2mS6LmBheWJ8kQ--g_qY0ann-FLGJi4eJF0sWJXGNZD86ehraz37jHydxpwZJfiRO9SiCc_kBJbGXHqKGzHvUVs4mZnmZ5qJVQ-N4.YGPIxCL7NrS_e_X9V96NFOCY4c0Xp9sclhJobnrqoyQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=introduction+to+international+law&qid=1755168083&sprefix=introduction+to+international+law%2Caps%2C352&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Introduction-International-Law/dp/110708640X/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ze0qyffDbfCOTrhxzJwXVY4E-sjHTK1o6sAhubGHU0vGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.VqYKS945r8WXlJCu_6_SuRwPp0fYmZSfuaCBK8AvSds&qid=1755224413&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/European-Union-Law-Text-Materials/dp/1009230301/ref=sr_1_3?crid=KCF374YWUHRA&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HULHWTFkX_YjrQa1NBY46d2BaTYP1ILwivc3nOZcvARwXxu0THOhgncDzKlJUSHXyYIR0ZFB3kaSWmXrCr56ArQPekhHgmCuWNTUzI0yX-G3XGQzFHD4mes6OV2BHGNabjJI6CqA_Pq1BdBJpk-ABsAEuRGk3fwPb0unapTF_V0_Ghb225YAo7NGRneyJge2dLaZmUzQqhzAtgyVA90KxaQrlgiu9yzsuvXEli0dcwE.yvDwWge7XqdX3qiMlFB9rhmygs0QMHfjEUXyIWLBcEE&dib_tag=se&keywords=european+union+law&qid=1755169628&sprefix=european+union+la%2Caps%2C314&sr=8-3
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• in big countries with advanced legal education, students can choose from a wide selection of textbooks for each field of law 
• best practice: read one concise textbook for each field of law completely and consult others from time to time for a different  
   perspective 

II. Commentaries 
• the expert's tool for a quick look-up of information and jurisprudence 
• article-by-article presentation of a law, constitution or international treaty 
   - a wide range, from short to large books to numerous volumes; also as loose-leaf editions or online 
   - often published by an editor and written by a group of authors 
   - need to be updated with a new edition every few years 
• very useful, but using them requires to know already the relevant legal provisions 

III. Handbooks, encyclopaedias and works of reference 
• a valuable resource for legal practitioners and scientific research 
• detailed or in-depth presentation by key terms, for a quick look-up and for advanced studies 
   - often several volumes, published by several editors and written by a large group of authors 
   - less frequently updated than textbooks and commentaries 

IV. Monographs 
• books containing in-depth studies on specific legal topics 
• especially doctoral theses, habilitation theses, publication series by universities and conference proceedings 
• nowadays also often published online (esp. conference proceedings) 
• note that ignoring a monograph relevant to your topic would be a serious shortcoming in your bachelor thesis! 

V. Articles in law journals 
• popular among students, but in the field of law not the most important type of academic literature 
   - no substitute for consulting textbooks, commentaries and handbooks! 
• short texts on specific legal topics  
   - usually on more current topics and more up-to-date, but also more superficial than other types of legal literature 
   - new topics are first discussed here, but space is limited 
   - articles in Southeast Asian law journals are often too short to discuss a topic thoroughly 
• submitted articles undergo a peer review by legal scholars to ensure quality 
• a broad variety: 
   - national law journals (in the domestic language) and international law journals (mostly in English) 
   - general law journals, specialised law journals and journals especially for legal education 
   - print journals (often the best), online journals and hybrids 
• see also the working papers published online in working paper series by university institutes and individual lecturers 
   - their quality often corresponds to that of law journal articles 
• in exceptional cases, articles of scientific nature are also published on the websites of public or international institutions or in  
   newspapers and magazines 

VI. Exercises in legal case-solving and other didactic materials 
• didactically streamlined print and online literature especially for students 
   - e.g. training materials to prepare for moot court competitions (common in common law countries and intern. law) 
   - e.g. practical cases and case solutions for training legal case-solving (very common in Germany) 
   - e.g. didactic materials with brief tutorials, visual overviews, diagrams and examination schemes for individual cases 
• helpful for easy understanding and learning the law and for training how to apply it correctly and precisely 

VII. Law reports and casebooks 
• the lawyer's professional access to jurisprudence (important court decisions) 
• law reports are the official reports of court decisions of supreme, constitutional, international and other courts 
   - nowadays often published online and as print version 
• selections of landmark decisions are also published with short annotations in handy books by private editors 
• casebooks are excerpts of selected land mark decisions integrated, systematically presented and commented in a book 

VIII. Compendiums of laws 
 • essential equipment for an easy and practical access to legal texts in everyday work 
 • systematic compilations of important laws, international treaties and other legal provisions in a field of law 
    - in the form of a book (most practical), online database or app (still rare) 
    - the better ones include helpful short annotations on previous versions or the constitutional review of important provisions  
 • must be updated frequently  
 • in some countries (e.g. France, Germany), specialised compendiums in bookform are available for almost every field of law 

https://www.amazon.com/Charter-United-Nations-Commentary/dp/019286453X/ref=tmm_other_meta_binding_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3DCe2Vj_xat2almn3VthfFFhM1sITJ6mSfQDpu5KDOTLjA8HeBkCRbzS4yM9RPmFCXSZ1JP71fbnSI52dAXy7X4olp0DAMlZOwhqu5tzx8oOE6YXthsBIVpqu2-dp6DmTsYxORtTxQ3xwV0Re4VwBKJpfrZopXvpnnZfBfTqDnDnlb51PoRVY9EULgoxZTTsdPiMWrBHhxLCLFg1jxfrcnTTwH99Fl4beru5D4Jqas4.EqLNGOZBqw0HU2OjvjC_mblSvOPW5iNKKR8whHmyEjU&qid=1755168488&sr=8-7
https://images.app.goo.gl/eUN6gawjGEHjhtCS7
https://www.wildy.com/isbn/9780198726418/the-max-planck-handbooks-in-european-public-law-volume-iii-constitutional-adjudication-institutions-hardback-oxford-university-press
https://www.amazon.com/Elgar-Encyclopedia-Comparative-Law-Smits/dp/1839105593/ref=sr_1_6?crid=32VFRG3ORBBDI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Jvv8VmPIBlWlNmbACc6UZC7I0GDy1r8UW5xqVGNqRxeXAHyDQmMAzflcfhLlg9ajjH8GdAsGX-N5-JUEbxk1-MTPPE9o0f_2sD7C7JVpMu60Y2kYpAzsx9AhERagauvSetAgdA62G-A7XRuXTvJ8kIat4tHK07z1TbF795urwtul85eKrxh04O_jzyaIo8qPeZMNya9C2yQoZ3Tsxz-3loMYcJeDW5efTm1KJqZ2_RE.SOTXaiKRMdViIz4R--15TRcXhxAXrM0DAcg0ZCAkbWY&dib_tag=se&keywords=encyclopedia+of+international+law&qid=1755168939&sprefix=encyclopedia+of+internationallaw%2Caps%2C295&sr=8-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Habilitation#:%7E:text=A%20habilitation%20thesis%20can%20be,be%20a%20prerequisite%20for%20defense.
http://asc.fisipol.ugm.ac.id/wp-content/uploads/sites/741/2020/03/CONFERENCE-PROCEEDINGS-ICONAS-2019.pdf
https://scholarhub.ui.ac.id/ilrev/
https://www.scribbr.com/methodology/peer-review/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/u-lisbon-res/
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Happy-Guide-Court-Guides-ebook/dp/B0CV1B8GVW/ref=sr_1_3?crid=123UG8YWE741Q&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6u7CGJrFzP3ZQz7YHpYQl6ZBhjgvj-xOqL6q9yclUxFu4ICA-pvtZ1tvvq7i5yJ7dccsfptMewYXob8SJCqvoaM0Z2E4t1HE8vUv9Yw-CTQdh7y6RJ00coKEQGAR-_lrbk-BDRG30hCPvMWG6u8oYH0_I83d85Fo5H_m1qJhBllqbQjdIALn2HELUdsMt5xJCQB-8E6amxjJimdDuE63nVT31bnFumtRZJMywYYx2q0.jKmLsrAJNmopGBCD2g8K40OeZaoK8nBTPa-BLuYIxMA&dib_tag=se&keywords=moot+court&qid=1755170743&sprefix=moot+court%2Caps%2C321&sr=8-3
https://www.thomas-schmitz-yogyakarta.id/Downloads/Schmitz_AdminLaw_case1.pdf
http://www.thomas-schmitz-hanoi.vn/Courses/Legal_case-solving.htm
http://www.thomas-schmitz-hanoi.vn/Downloads/Schmitz_Case-solving_introduction.pdf
https://www.thomas-schmitz-astana.kz/Downloads/Schmitz_GermanPrivateLaw_diagram1.pdf
https://www.thomas-schmitz-yogyakarta.id/Downloads/Schmitz_IntHRLaw_diagram1.pdf
https://www.thomas-schmitz-yogyakarta.id/Downloads/Schmitz_LegalProtectionAdmin_diagram1.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/International-Law-Domestic-Courts-Casebook/dp/0198739745/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ZQLWfKkV5caslbIETLuTQP75yYZmxfskEJ_OeXQ7Ugc5aXfVVHHWPp1vLRybWSCW7sY5B_v-d-uT-sdyvZo4HoJ8cbuMDuiE_skgoiMXxaDMH0gpCph8gY0kEpug7BqoQOQZHUgCya2x7TRrqfAFcxkJ4x3j5qXIPeVGlNkBhhevUfXjV1ZEi9IvZY9YMlXy_YMKiEOZDz0i5mYWB9wr7QxWpsjuSwTKBbrDmEKzt6g.dR_ETHCNeXl5Qq7T96V_pp5tw18fbcWTbU3Q8XuHGdk&qid=1755171702&sr=8-10
https://researchportal.murdoch.edu.au/view/pdfCoverPage?instCode=61MUN_INST&filePid=13141187750007891&download=true
https://www.amazon.com/International-Law-Domestic-Courts-Casebook/dp/0198739745/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ZQLWfKkV5caslbIETLuTQP75yYZmxfskEJ_OeXQ7Ugc5aXfVVHHWPp1vLRybWSCW7sY5B_v-d-uT-sdyvZo4HoJ8cbuMDuiE_skgoiMXxaDMH0gpCph8gY0kEpug7BqoQOQZHUgCya2x7TRrqfAFcxkJ4x3j5qXIPeVGlNkBhhevUfXjV1ZEi9IvZY9YMlXy_YMKiEOZDz0i5mYWB9wr7QxWpsjuSwTKBbrDmEKzt6g.dR_ETHCNeXl5Qq7T96V_pp5tw18fbcWTbU3Q8XuHGdk&qid=1755171702&sr=8-10
https://www.amazon.com/Blackstones-International-Law-Documents-Statute/dp/0198932685/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1OC1KC67WK03O&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.iJDXjcYbcrwGptC__aoaH_q2VFe2su1mMarZd9l1UCIZYIVJD-l7v6QKGKTj4ArvHwHGe6AHffZ8uFFCHJilvZHzRTQ3blUzfW36NzRSJD7dS0hETakAr8ahbWRBOakLakKrIxBqYvAQBvqQm6hpM4FpXOJXY9z063_5AVwCRFCq9xIU51RMux-_b6g3K51fY7nL_h8C-FXhrK6tvnBwzXI1X0tocdD6tdZzAI_H_Xo.8Wy7G9PlvMCnlDBE00vAeSKNtED2dPyezik_V-IMbYc&dib_tag=se&keywords=blackstone+international+law&qid=1755171906&sprefix=blackstone+international+la%2Caps%2C310&sr=8-1
https://www.boutique-dalloz.fr/codes.html
https://www.beck-shop.de/verlage/chbeck-im-dtv/17283/#beck-texte-im-dtv
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C. How to find the relevant legal literature for your research 
• problem: while it may be easy to identify relevant literature, this literature may not be available at the university or in the country 

I. Access through references in specialised legal literature 
• start looking for references to legal literature on your topic in relevant recent articles in law journals, working papers, conference  
   proceedings and monographies 
• find these initial sources with the help of AI chatbots or Google search or by browsing the online content directories of journals 
• this is the best way to identify literature on brand new topics 

II. Access through references in general literature on the relevant field of law 
• look for references in up-to-date editions of textbooks, commentaries, handbooks, legal encyclopaedias and works of reference 
   - check the index for quick access to the relevant pages in these works 
• this is the best way to identify literature on topics that have been discussed for a while, since these initial sources are most likely 
   to refer to the most important publications on the topic that cannot be ignored 
• look also for references on expert websites of legal scholars (e.g. course websites), university institutes, law firms etc. 

III. Access through information on legal literature in the internet 
1) Searching with Google Scholar 

• a specialised search engine that focuses on scholarly literature 
• practical: allows to filter by period or year (and, thus, to start with the newest publications) 

2) Browsing scientific web repositories 
• comprehensive collections of older academic articles that are republished and freely available online 
• often milestone articles that once have shaped the scholarly debate 
• most important web repositories: 
   - JSTOR by ITHAKA 
   - ResearchGate by ResearchGate GmbH 
   - SSRN by Elsevier 

3) Searching in online catalogues of bookstores and publishers 
• a quick and easy way to find books that are still on sale 
• a practical tool: the catalogue of Amazon (amazon.com; see also amazon.de, amazon.fr, amazon.nl etc.) 
   - helpful: it often provides the table of contents of the offered book 

4) Searching in online catalogues and databases of libraries  
• the traditional way to find important books and print journals, also from the past 
• the library of the Law Faculty and the university library 
• the National Library of Indonesia in Jakarta [Perpustakaan Nasional Republik Indonesia] 
• national libraries with a particularly large stock of domestic and foreign legal literature 
   - Library of Congress (Washington D.C.) 
   - Bibliothèque nationale de France / National Library of France (Paris) 
   - Deutsche Nationalbibliothek / German National Library (Berlin, Frankfurt, Leipzig) 
   - British Library (London) 
• leading research libraries with a focus on comparative and international law 
    - Max Planck Institute for Comparative and International Private Law (Hamburg) 
    - Max Planck Institute for the Study of Crime, Security and Law (Freiburg) 
    - Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law (Heidelberg) 
    - Max Planck Institute for Social Law and Social Policy (Munich) 
    - Max Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal Theory (Frankfurt)  
• very practical: searching in metacatalogues 
   - Karlsruhe Virtual Catalog (Univ. of Karlsruhe) - simultaneous search in the most important library catalogues worldwide 

5) Searching in specialised databases 
• in commercial literature databases (access via the Law Library) 
• in literature databases for individual fields of law (nowadays rare) 

IV. Access through the use of artificial intelligence chatbots 
• a convenient but unreliable way that cannot replace but complement other methods 
• be aware that AI chatbots "hallucinate" (deliver wrong information) 
   - they tend in particular to "invent" court decisions 
   - so you need to verify carefully yourself every single reference 
• be aware that AI chatbots do not list the relevant literature exhaustively 
   - so you still need to continue your own research 
• be aware that AI chatbots may not list the best literature on your topic 
   - so you need to check yourself if there are better publications available 
• be aware that AI chatbots can be politically manipulated 
   - so there is a risk that they refer to desinformation portals and fake articles on sensitive topics 
• anyway, if you use them carefully and as a supplement only, they are helpful 

( D a t e i :  T y p e s  o f  A c a d e m i c  L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  f i n d i n g  t h e m  ( L e g a l W r i t i n g ) )  

http://www.thomas-schmitz-yogyakarta.id/Downloads/Schmitz_ScientStandards_diagram2.pdf
https://scholar.google.com/
https://www.jstor.org/
https://www.researchgate.net/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/
https://www.amazon.com/
https://law.ugm.ac.id/perpustakaan/
https://lib.ugm.ac.id/
https://www.perpusnas.go.id/
https://www.perpusnas.go.id/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.bnf.fr/
https://www.dnb.de/DE/Home/home_node.html
https://www.bl.uk/
https://www.mpipriv.de/library
https://csl.mpg.de/en/library
https://www.mpil.de/en/pub/library/about-the-library.cfm
https://www.mpisoc.mpg.de/en/library/
https://www.rg.mpg.de/library
https://kvk.bibliothek.kit.edu/index.html?lang=en&digitalOnly=0&embedFulltitle=0&newTab=0
https://www.digitalocean.com/resources/articles/ai-hallucination
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2023/05/lawyer-cited-6-fake-cases-made-up-by-chatgpt-judge-calls-it-unprecedented/
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/07/11/grok-4-appears-to-reference-musks-views-when-answering-questions-.html
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